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In This Issue 
In spite of the best efforts of educators to 
suggest that education is non-political, it seems 
clear that the schools are influenced greatly by the 
politics of their times. In large measure schools 
have been reactive. In periods of political optimism 
and economic security schools have taken on a pro-
gressive orientation; in periods of political turmoil 
and economic insecurity, schools have become restric-
tive, generally conservative in tone. If the schools 
as institutions and educators as individuals and 
collectives were more consciously active in the 
politics of their times, would we see more stability, 
a better articulated statement of philosophy and 
practice? Would the schools be mindful rather than 
"mindless" as some of the recent critics have 
suggested? 
This issue of the Journal relates in part to 
some of the foregoing questions. Gerry Flynn, 
Assistant Professor in Foundations of Education, 
suggests that "politics and education are permanently 
joined." John Williams, Professor of Measurement and 
Statistics~fers a reaction to Flynn's statement 
and raises a number of questions about politics and 
education in North Dakota. Robert Thibeault and 
Alan Zetler of Montana State University and Alfred 
Wilson of Kansas State University discuss their 
research regarding a question that has long been 
discussed by politicians and educators in the western 
states; namely, what effect does busing of students 
to consolidated schools have on achievement? Samuel 
Houston from the University of Northern Colorado and 
James Beatty from San Diego State University examine 
student perspectives of teacher effectiveness. The 
issue closes with an article on "secure tests" by 
Anthony Polemeni, Director of Testing, New York 
Public Schools. Mr. Polemeni contributed an earlier 
article in the Journal which was also concerned with 
"secure tests." The fact that a school system has 
gone to such lengths and expense is, I believe, a 
good example of reactive politics. I have been asked 
if I support what New York City has gone through to 
secure tests. Personally, it seems unnecessary and 
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is a part of the absurdity associated with standard-
ized testing in America. But it is a point of view 
that readers of this journal should examine. 
The Journal is still not receiving many manu~ 
scripts from school based practitioners. We wish 
t o encourage teachers, school administrators and 
school board members to share their experience. 
Best wishes for the New Year, 1977! 
Vito Perrone 
Center for Teaching and Learning 
